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Gardening Events  and Informat ion for  Texans

So many catalogs, so little time and space. I love this time of 
year because of the gardening catalogs. My wish list starts out 
big and expensive, then I whittle it down. Poring over the cata-
logs, I search for bargains, interesting and/or new plants, and low 
shipping prices. Some catalogs may offer the same varieties so I 
have to do comparison shopping. One catalog seemed to offer a 
variety I wanted at a good price but then I found the same variety 
in another catalog. It seemed like a better bargain at first but then 
I noticed it had half the seeds the first catalog had for nearly the 
same price. The shipping rates were also higher. One dilemma is 
that some catalogs list seeds by ounce while others list the variety 
by the number of seeds in the packet. Another problem I have had 
with seeds is finding out that seeds I planted and babied were a 
different variety than the ones I had ordered. Sometimes I find this 
out when it’s too late and I’m already committed. Guess what? I 

keep track. If it happens twice from the same supplier I cut them 
from my list. I also note shipping dates for the starter plants. Some 
companies pack plants better than others, but it can be expensive. 
One company sent poorly packed plants twice and they are off my 
list. It’s not a bargain if I receive stressed plants that die and waste 
my time. Seeds are usually not a problem but some need to be 
started way in advance of the others. Many garden catalogs don’t 
list growing zones, so be careful.

My gardening calendar is so useful at this time of year. I jot down 
seedling starting dates, expected shipping dates, fertilizer sched-
ules and bumping up dates. Prepping for the seeds takes time. I 
check my soil supply, pull out the heating mat, make sure it and 
my growing lights work and survey the cardboard egg crates I 
have been hoarding throughout the year. In my kitchen I have only 
a small two-shelf growing lamp setup so I must make the most 
of my space, and sometimes I need to stagger my seedling babies 
so I can get the most use out of it. The small fan I store away is 
brought back out. It has an oscillating feature and a small breeze 
makes for sturdy stalks. I confess that I harbor a basil and lavender 
fetish. My primary interest is herbs, but sometimes I take a walk 
on the wild side.

Several vegetables have caught my eye this year. My beloved 
herbs tug at me, but you never know. I have been known to grow a 
few veggies now and then. Their photos call to me like sirens even 
though the plants I grow never seem to look like those in the cata-
logs. Yes, I know some catalogs are guilty of tweaking their photos 
but I still try to see if my produce looks as lush and lovely.

Veggie Gardening for 2018 by Terri Simon, Master Gardener
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February 2018                        

Educational Program 
Feb. 8, 10:00-11:30 a.m., Good tree planting techniques and pruning young trees by Monica Singhania, Forester with Harris 
County’s Texas A&M Forestry Service. Genoa Friendship Garden Education Building, 1202 Genoa Red Bluff Rd., Houston, 77034
Green Thumb Gardening Series 
Basic Yard Maintenance 
Feb. 10, Maude Smith Marks Library, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Feb. 15, Freeman Branch Library, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Feb. 20, Spring Branch Memorial Library, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

March 2018                        

Educational Program 
Mar. 8, 10:00-11:30 a.m. Spring Veggies & Peppers, by Christine Hammen, Harris County Master Gardener.                                    
Genoa Friendship Garden Education Building, 1202 Genoa Red Bluff Rd., Houston, 77034
Green Thumb Gardening Series 
Herbs 
Mar. 15, Freeman Branch Library, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Mar. 17, Maude Smith Marks Library, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Mar. 20, Spring Branch Memorial Library, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office, in Bear Creek Park, will be permanently relocating in the future due to          
the flooding from Hurricane Harvey. We have no information on this new location at this time.

Our satellite location, Genoa Friendship Gardens, is operating as normal. Visit the Demonstration Gardens on         
Open Garden Days at 1202 Genoa Red Bluff Road, Houston 77034.

Upcoming Events

Visit txmg.org or contact the Harris County Extension Office, 713-274-0950, coordinator.harrishort@gmail.com for information.

Have Garden Questions?
   Email your questions and photos to: phone hcmga@gmail.com or
   Call us Monday – Friday 9:00 am to Noon at 713-274-0950

2018 Plant Sales 
Genoa Friendship Gardens
Fruit Tree and Tomato Sale and Workshops
Feb. 24, 8:00 a.m. - Plant Sale Preview / 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Sale. Citrus, apple, peach, pear, avocado, berry and pecan
suitable for our area. Campbell Hall, Pasadena Fairgrounds, 7600 Red Bluff Rd., Pasadena, TX 77507
Spring Sale - Perennials, Herbs & Peppers 
Mar. 24, 8:00 a.m. - Plant Sale Preview / 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. - Sale. Perennials, peppers, vegetables, and herbs suited to our 
summer growing season. Campbell Hall, Pasadena Fairgrounds, 7600 Red Bluff Rd., Pasadena, TX 77507        

http://txmg.org
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In keeping with the spring vegetable gardening theme of the  
Master Gardener Green Thumb lectures in February, this 
column will look at a different approach to edible gardening: 
Foodscaping.  

A few months ago, I drove up to Peckerwood Gardens in 
Hempstead to hear Brie Arthur talk about her personal evolution 
to becoming a passionate and expert advocate of foodscaping.        
E. coli poisoning from a salad bar, a tight budget that precluded 
buying organic produce, and the lack of tools and skills to build 
raised beds nudged 
her to tuck favorite 
vegetables into her 
existing landscape 
beds. Before long, 
necessity morphed 
into an intentional 
practice, where 
edibles shared space 
with ornamental 
plants—even out 
front. A year into 
this experiment, 
her homeowners’ 
association awarded 
her unconventional 
landscape Yard of 
the Year. 

In her presentation at Peckerwood Gardens, Arthur was quick to 
acknowledge her predecessors like Rosalind Creasy, author of 
Edible Landscaping and Recipes from the Garden.

In his endorsement of Brie Arthur’s book, The Foodscape     
Revolution, Mark Weathington, Director of the JC Raulston    
Arboretum at NC State University, identifies people’s desire to 
grow food, have beautiful and functional garden spaces, and 
shrinking lot sizes as the elements that inspire foodscaping. 

Beyond the benefits of eating home-grown produce, interplanting 
leads to fewer pest problems in the landscape due to biodiver-
sity, and what Arthur describes as “unexpected beauty”. This 
doesn’t mean the banishment of lawns and traditional landscape 
plants. Turf provides a permeable surface for water management, 

flowers attract pollinators, and shrubs provide an architectural 
framework for the edibles. 

Arthur points out that the average suburban foundation land-
scape (beds surrounding a house) offers the equivalent of 48 
4’ x 8’ raised beds. Imagine how much food can be produced in 
that space! And yet, the concept can be applied anywhere there’s 
adequate sunlight, even in containers on a patio or balcony. Just 
follow the rule of thumb for attractive container gardening:      
the thriller, the filler and the spiller. The thriller provides drama, 

the filler adds more 
color and texture, and 
the spiller drapes itself 
over the edge. Orna-
mentals and edibles 
alike can be any and 
all of those things.

Gardening in small 
spaces deserves a 
column of its own, 
but examples include 
espaliered fruit trees 
like apples and figs 
that can be harvested 
by children and those 
in wheelchairs, verti-
cal gardening, and 
even sack gardening. 

In some areas of the world, potato, coffee and other permeable 
sacks are planted—top opening and sides—with food crops and 
placed in even the smallest of areas like back alleys. Here’s a 
resource if this idea piques your interest:

https://www.engineeringforchange.org/news/
how-to-make-a-sack-garden/

A quick introduction to “intensive gardening” can be found at:
http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/426/426-335/426-335.html

And of course, many schools in our area have thriving cylinder 
gardening programs, supported by Harris County’s AgriLife 
Extension program. 

https://harris.agrilife.org/hort/cylindergardening/

Plant of the Month    
by Beth Braun, Master Gardener 

Foodscaped garden                                                                                                  Photo courtesy LocalTable.net

cont’d on pg. 9

https://www.engineeringforchange.org/news/how-to-make-a-sack-garden/
https://www.engineeringforchange.org/news/how-to-make-a-sack-garden/
http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/426/426-335/426-335.html 
https://harris.agrilife.org/hort/cylindergardening/ 
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Campbell 
Hall

Pasadena 
Fairgrounds

7600 Red 
Bluff Road
Pasadena, 
Texas 77507

Saturday, February 24th

Fruit Tree & Tomato 
Sale

Harris County Master Gardeners Association
Genoa Friendship Gardens 

2018 Spring Tree & Plant Sales

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Plant Overview Presentation 8:00 AM

Ask a Master 
Gardener

Get your 
gardening 
questions 
answered!

HCMGA@gmail
.com 
phone

713.247.0950

HCMGA GFG Satellite
Campbell Hall
Pasadena Fairgrounds
7600 Red Bluff Rd
Pasadena, TX 77507 

3033 Bear Creek Drive
Houston, Texas  77084
713.217.0950
http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/hort

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

2018 GFG 
Plant Sales

Saturday, March 24th

Herb, Perennial & 
Pepper Sale



U R B A N  D I R T   •   F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 8 

5

Lemon balm’s leaves are edible 
and may be added to salads, 
soups, sauces or vegetables, and 
used to flavor teas. Dried leaves 
may be added to sachets and 
potpourri. Lemon balm’s history 
in herbal medicine includes us-
age for a variety of purposes including calming nervous disorders, 
soothing insect bites and treating colds. With citronella primary 
among over 100 chemical properties contained by lemon balm, the 
herb makes for a great natural mosquito repellent!

Easily grown in full sun to part shade, lemon balm enjoys full sun 
in northern areas but will appreciate part afternoon shade in hot 
summer climates. Plants adapt to a wide range of soils including 
poor ones. Frequent pruning, including removal of spent flower 
stalks, tends to (1) encourage growth of new leaves which have the 
best fragrance, (2) minimize self-seeding and (3) form the most 
ornamentally attractive plants. Unpruned plants may acquire a 
somewhat weedy appearance.

When cooking with lemon balm use only when fresh as it loses 
most of its flavor when dried. Here is a great recipe to try from 
Epicurious:

Herb of the Month - Lemon Balm (Melissa officinalis)
by Karen McGowan, Master Gardener 

February’s herb highlight is on a flavorful, soothing honeybee     
magnet, lemon balm (Melissa officinalis).     

Originating primarily in southern Europe, lemon balm is now natu-
ralized throughout the globe, from New Zealand to North America.  
Lemon balm is a vigorous, adaptive herb, growing naturally in 
sandy areas, but also observed growing in damp wasteland, in 
elevations from sea level to mountainous.  

The genus name is derived from the Greek word “Melissa,” which 
means “bee,” and is also the name of a Cretan princess who is 
credited with first discovering how to obtain honey. Lemon balm is 
sometimes referred to as “bee balm,” due to its capacity for attract-
ing bees.  

Lemon balm is a perennial, fragrant herb that is typically grown 
in herb gardens and border fronts for its lemon-scented leaves.  
Wrinkled, ovate leaves of up to 3 inches in length appear on stems 
about 2 feet tall. Throughout the summer, tiny, inconspicuous white 
flowers will appear on the plant; yet for the flowers’ relatively non-
descript appearance, honeybees are inexorably drawn to them.  

Related to the mint family, lemon balm exhibits much of the vigor 
and adaptability of the mint group. With few serious insect or dis-
ease problems, lemon balm is an easy-care plant. Powdery mildew, 
leaf spot, leaf blight and gray mold may occur, but these issues are 
relatively rare and usually easy to address. Lemon balm will spread 
by self-seeding, but is generally not considered to be too aggressive 
(unlike mint in ideal conditions).

Citations: 
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=c857
http://www.herbsociety.org/file_download/inline/d7d790e9-c19e-4a40-93b0-8f4b45a644f1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/lemon_balm

Lemon balm

Lemon Balm Roasted Chicken
Ingredients
     Handful of fresh lemon balm leaves, stems removed
     1/4 cup or so of fresh sage leaves
     1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter, softened
     Salt and pepper, to taste
     1 large roasting chicken
     1 teaspoon garlic powder
     2 tablespoons olive oil

Preparation
Preheat oven to 400°. Trim herb leaves from stems; wash 
and pat dry. Set sprigs aside. Chop two-thirds of the leaves, 
and combine with the butter, salt, and pepper. Rinse chicken 
and pat dry. Loosen the skin in several places and insert 
the herb butter underneath. Rub chicken with salt, pepper, 
and garlic powder. Insert the remaining herb sprigs into the 
cavity of the chicken. Place breast-side-down in a roasting 
pan. Bake 30 minutes, then turn chicken over. Bake about 
20 minutes longer. Makes 4 to 6 servings   
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Veggie Gardening for 2018, cont’d from pg. 1 

What varieties catch my eye? It’s hard to say. I’m a visual person 
and a hungry person. I prefer vegetables that I enjoy cooking and 
eating but a beautiful or unique plant will also draw me in. 

Can I start with the most interesting and exotic first? It’s not even 
a vegetable. It’s a fungus and a tree but I haven’t seen anything 
like it. Territorial Seed Company is offering a truffle tree! The 
English oak tree has the Bianchetto truffles established on its 
roots. The tree grows 30-65 feet tall or I would surely think about 
purchasing it. Territorial offers one vegetable I was interested in. 
The Lady Di runner bean has bright red blooms that are supposed 
to attract hummingbirds. The beans are supposed to be stringless. 

Johnny’s Selected Seeds has several promising vegetables this 
year. There is a growing trend towards smaller vegetables and 
Johnny’s has a mini broccoli variety called Happy Rich. Mini 
broccoli is a hybrid derived from crossing Asian gailons with 
European broccoli. The Happy Rich broccoli is supposed to be 
more heat tolerant. Hmmm. Do they mean Texas heat tolerant? 
They also have a large variety of micro greens that even include  
some of my favorite basils. Flame Star is a new light orange 
cauliflower being offered that is supposed to be more heat tolerant 
as well. 

My Jung Seeds and Plants catalog offers a different type of 
pepper this year that piqued my interest. Margaret’s pepper is a 
sweet pepper from a family heirloom pepper brought over from 
Hungary by a relative of Margaret Gubin, who kept the stock seed 
going for more than 50 years. Could it replace my beloved Gypsy 
peppers? We’ll have to see.  

The Burpee seed catalog has two new vegetables that appealed 
to me. The Shimmer Hybrid is an indeterminate plum tomato 
that is supposed to 
be proliferative and 
the colors pop. Its 
size is between a 
cherry tomato and a 
plum tomato and the 
slightly green striped 
with golden highlights 
tomato is eye catch-
ing. Wouldn’t it look 
lovely in a salad? The 
last vegetable that 
looked enticing was 
a Bragger Hybrid 
cucumber. Burpee       
assures us it is never 
bitter and that it will grow “from the deserts of California to the 
warm, humid East Coast”. That’s a big promise. 

Many of the catalogs offer live plants as well as the seeds. Just 
remember that the shipping charges will be higher and the plants 
need loving care upon arrival. One reminder for all of you--if you 
prefer live plants without paying shipping charges, without worry-
ing about buying an unseen product, then head over to one of our 
Master Gardener sales. For information about the upcoming sales, 
go to our website at https://hcmga.tamu.edu/Public/pubSales.
aspx. Bear Creek still has a tomato and pepper sale, a spring 
perennial sale and a fall sale with dates that will be announced. 
The Precinct 2 Master Gardeners at Genoa Friendship Gardens 
have two upcoming sales. The fruit tree/tomato sale is scheduled 
for Saturday, February 24 inside Campbell Hall at the Pasadena 
Fairgrounds, 7600 Red Bluff Road, Pasadena, Texas. Also, at the 
same location on Saturday, March 24th they will hold the peren-
nials, herbs and peppers sale. The lecture for both sales begins at 
8:00 a.m. Get there early for the best selection. Happy gardening 
everyone!

Lettuce                                                                                    
Photo by Terri Simon

Burpee Shimmer Hybrid              Photo courtesy Burpee.com

https://hcmga.tamu.edu/Public/pubSales.aspx.
https://hcmga.tamu.edu/Public/pubSales.aspx.
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Here’s an extra tip to help you with your vegetable garden.       
I’ve tried several times to make labels that lasted for my plants. 
Sharpies fade quickly. Several Master Gardeners use discarded 
window blinds cut into strips and write on them in pencil. These 
lasted a little longer, but I think the limit is about three years 

before they fade. I learned this the hard way. I had about five 
types of oregano, six types of rosemary and 5 types of mint with 
labels that are now illegible. I have no clue what most of the vari-
eties are. This tip came from Eddie Stiltner on BrugsNstuff, one 
of my favorite Facebook pages.

Labels with Longevity Article and photos by Terri Simon, Master Gardener

I’m hoping these last longer than three years. 
This time I will check them at intervals so I 
don’t lose track of my plant varieties. It took 
me a while, but now I have recycled those cans 
while gaining some semi-permanent labels.

**Use these labels with caution if you have small children    
or pets around. 

1. Gather your supplies. 
In clockwise order I 
have tin snips, a hole 
puncher, cable ties, two 
soda cans (one is 7.5 
oz. and the other is 12 
oz) and a ball point pen 
is in the center. Yes, it 
must be a ball point to 
indent the metal. Safety 
glasses and gloves are 
recommended.

2. Remove both ends 
from the can. Snip 
below the slight curve 
just beneath the end 
of the can. Slice down 
the side of the can so 
you can flatten it. If 
you are like me, you 
have some jagged 
edges on the rectangle 
so snip those off. 

3. In this photo you 
can see the can ends 
and the trimmed 
rectangle next to 
the ragged edges I 
snipped off. Keep the 
rectangle only and 
discard the rest.

4. This is the inside of the 12 oz. can. I made ten labels, each  
approximately 1” x 2 ¼”. From the 7 ½ oz can I made six 
1” x 3” labels. 

5. I ended up with sixteen labels from 
the two cans. I punched holes in the 
one end and using the ball point pen 
I pressed firmly to write the name 
of the plant on the shiny side of the 
label. Writing the name TWICE 
makes the name stand out clearly 
and indents the metal enough so 
that the variety name should last a 
while. Thread the cable lock through 
the hole and attach the label to your 
plant. I snipped the corners off of 
each label. 
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Open Garden Day has moved from Bear Creek to:
Weekley Community Center
8440 Greenhouse Rd., Cypress, TX 77433

February 13 - 10:00 to 11:00 a.m.       
Open Garden Day is back! Due to Harvey damage, there is no access 
to the Bear Creek Extension. OGD has been relocated to the Weekley 
Community Center at 8440 Greenhouse Road, Cypress, Texas 77433. 
We won’t have outdoor gardens, so the activities will focus on nature 
crafts, small plants in pots and games.

Activities will include decorating seed pods and making pine cone bird 
feeders and acorn jewelry. There will be coloring pages, legos, play-
dough and toddler puzzles. We hope you can make it! Pre-Registration 
required by Sunday Feb. 11, to ogd.harrishort@gmail.com with     
number of child participants and their ages, as well as, the number of 
adults so we are sure to have enough supplies for everyone. Also, please 
contact us with questions or comments.

The Rose Corner 
What to do in February/March
This January was unusually cold. So far, we had more freez-
ing days than I can remember, which raises the chill hours for 
our fruit trees though! It will not harm the roses; they should be 
pruned around the end of February to the beginning of March. In 
spite of the cold, there are plenty of things you can do for your 
roses.

• Build a rose bed.
• Consider the location. All day sun is preferable. Give them 

enough space; roses need good air circulation. Study the rose 
catalogs to find out how large your bush will grow. Roses do 
not like wet feet, so raise the beds eight to twelve inches. No 
need to dig up the grass; put about a 10 sheet layer of news-
paper on top. Add rose soil mix to fill up the beds. The HRS 
recommends 1/3 soil, 1/3 sand and 1/3 mulch or compost. 
You can also buy ready mixed soil!

• Clean your rose garden bed(s), and pull all the weeds.

• Plant new roses. Newly planted roses should not be fertilized 
till after the first bloom.

• Bare-root roses should be planted in February-March. Cut off 
damaged or broken roots and canes. Soak roots for a couple of 
hours in water before planting.

• Transplant your rose bushes without pruning them.
• Begin your spray program after pruning.
• Fertilize established roses.

Pruning Basics
Remove dead, damaged, diseased, old and central crossing      
canes and suckers.
Remove about one third of the outer ends of the remaining 
healthy canes.
Cuts should be made just above an outward pointing eye.
Prune climbing roses after the first flush of bloom.

by Christa Kaiser, Master Gardener Program Coordinator

2018 Tuesday Open Garden Day schedule
Feb. 13th
Mar. 27th
Apr. 24th
May 22nd
Jun. 26th
Jul. 24th

Aug. 28th
Sep. 25th
Oct .16th

   Nov. – TBD
Dec. – Winter break
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Plant of the Month, cont’d from pg. 3

Back to Brie Arthur’s book on foodscaping.

She recommends creating zones in your landscape, from Zone 
3 (farthest from the house) to Zone 1 (closest to the house). The 
recommended ratio of plants in Zone 3 is 80% ornamentals, 20% 
edibles. For Zone 2 (mid-yard), the ratio is 60/40; and for Zone 
1 (foundation landscape), the ratio is 50/50. Zone 3 beds are 
often near streets and sidewalks, and are exposed to pollutants 
from vehicles and pets. They may be far from water sources too, 
so low maintenance, drought-tolerant plants are in order. It’s a 

Example of a vining vegetable plant integrated into a flower bed
Photo courtesy All-AmericanSelections.org

perfect area to plant ornamental fruit trees like figs, persimmons 
and pomegranates. Herbs that prefer sun and little water, like 
rosemary, oregano and lavender are good choices. Since Zone 1 is 
prominent from street/sidewalk view, pay particular attention to 
its design and maintenance.

Zone 2 may be islands or beds that delineate the property line. 
They’re often far enough away from the water source that they 
will require more labor than Zone 3 to maintain optimal mois-
ture. At home, Arthur uses Zone 2 for “grain meadows” inter-
spersed with tall herbs and flowers. She recommends dwarf fruit 
trees and various berries for this zone. A long list of seasonal 
edibles fit the bill: basils, chives, eggplant, peppers, sweet corn 
and sweet potatoes in warm weather, and beets, carrots, Swiss 
chard, kale, lettuce and others in cool weather.

Zone 1 is where you’ll want to grow edibles that you harvest and 
eat frequently, like cucumbers, squash and tomatoes in warm 
weather and arugula, mustard and lettuce in cool weather. Many 
cooking herbs are both practical and beautiful additions to these 
beds. They’re closest to walkways leading to doors, are more 
likely to have irrigation systems or hose bibs, and they’re conve-
niently placed for snipping and harvesting.

If I were to nominate edibles with high ornamental value, the list 
would start with Swiss chard and okra, whose flowers look almost 
identical to those of Mellow Yellow Hibiscus. Whether out of 
whimsy or necessity, enjoy experimenting with foodscaping.

You’ll have an opportunity to buy edible and ornamental plants 
suitable for our area at upcoming plant sales hosted by Harris 
County Master Gardeners. 
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 FACT SHEET 
 Texas AgriLife Extension Service – Harris County 

3033 Bear Creek Drive, Houston, Texas 77084 
 713-274-0950  http://harris-tx.tamu.edu/hort 

____________________________________________________________ 
Vegetable Varieties for Harris County * Top performers in Harris County trials 

 
 

  

BEANS  CANTALOUPE 
 

CORN (continued) 
BUSH  Ambrosia  Super Sweet 
Accelerator *  Caravelle  Crisp n Sweet (Y) 
Contender  French Orange *  Florida Stay Sweet (Y) 
Jade  Super 45  Honey n Pearl (Bi) 
Provider *  Tasty Bites  How Sweet It Is (W) 
POLE    Triple Sweet 
McCaslan   

 Honey Select 
Northeaster    Serendipity 
Rattlesnake  CARROTS 

  
LIMA (BUTTERBEAN)  Early Caracas *  

CUCUMBERS 
Fordhook  Mokum  Pickling 
Florida Butter  Purple Haze *  Calypso 
Henderson  Scarlet Nantes  Carolina 
Jackson Bush  Sugarsnax 54 *  H-19 Little Leaf 
Sieva (Carolina)    Slicing 
    Diva 
  CAULIFLOWER 

 Spacemaster 

BEETS  Brocoverde (Cauli-Broc)  Suyo 
Chioggia  Majestic  Sweet Success 
Detroit Red  Snow Crown   
Pacemaker III  Violet Queen (Purple)  

EGGPLANT 
    Fairy Tale 
BROCCOLI  CHARD 

 Neon 
Arcadia *  Bright Lights  Ping Tung 
Green Magic *  Fordhook  Purple Rain 
Packman  Rhubarb   
    

GARLIC 
BRUSSEL SPROUTS  COLLARDS 

 Elephant 
Diablo  Champion  Mexican Purple 
Tasty Nugget  Flash  New York White 
  Georgia  Texan White 
     
CABBAGE  CORN 

 

KALE 
Early Jersey Wakefield  Sweet  Lacinato 
Point One  Bonanza (Yellow)  Red Russian 
Ruby Perfection  Merit (Yellow)  Vates 
Sombrero  Silver Queen (White)  Winterbor 
  Sugar Enhanced   
CHINESE CABBAGE  Funk’s G-90 (Bicolor)  

KOHLRABI 
Brisk Green  Kandy Korn (Yellow)  Early White Vienna 
Joi Choi  Tendertreat (Yellow)  Grand Duke 
Pac Choi    Purple Danube 

cont’d on pg. 11
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 * Top performers in Harris County trials 

 

LEEKS PARSLEY POTATO WINTER SQUASH 
American Flag Italian Greenleaf IRISH & NEW Acorn types 
King Richard Pagoda Irish Cobbler (White) Buttercup types 
 Triple Curl Red Lasoda (Red) Butternut types 
  Red Pontiac (Red) Spaghetti types 
LETTUCE – Head  Russian Banana (Fingerling) Sweet Mama 
None Recommended  SWEET  
  Beauregard  
LETTUCE – Leaf PEAS Centennial TOMATO 
BIBB SOUTHERN Jewel CHERRY 
Buttercrunch Blackeye #5  BHN 968 
Esmeralda Mississippi Silver  Juliet 
ROMAINE Purple Hull RADISH Sun Gold 
Defender * Texas Pinkeye Champion Sweet Chelsea 
Flashy Trout Back * Zipper Cream Cherry Belle Sweet ‘n Neat * 
Green Forest * ENGLISH Easter Egg Tumbling Tom * 
Parris Island * Little Marvel French Breakfast PASTE 
RED Wanda White Icicle Roma 
Red Fire SNAP  Viva Italia 
Red Sails Cascadia  STANDARD 
Redina Sugar Ann  Bush Early Girl 
Vulcan Sugar Bon SPINACH Celebrity 
OAK LEAF Sugar Snap Bloomsdale Champion 
Brunia (Red)  Melody Tycoon * 
Salad Bowl  Space Tyee  
    
MUSTARD PEPPER SUMMER SQUASH TURNIPS 
Florida Broadleaf SWEET BELL YELLOW Purple Top White Globe 
Savannah Big Bertha Dixie Royal Globe 
Southern Giant Curled Blushing Beauty Pic-N-Pic * Shogoin 
 Golden Summer SuperPik * Tokyo Cross 
OKRA Gypsy  White Lady 
Cajun Delight Jackpot   
Clemson Spineless Lilac ZUCCHINI WATERMELON 
Emerald SWEET Gold Rush Crimson Tide 
Louisiana Green Velvet Giant Marconi Magda Golden Crown 
Silver Queen Senorita (Jalapeno) President Jubilee 
 Super Heavy Weight NOVELTY Mickylee 
ONION HOT Peter Pan Minilee 
BULBING Anaheim Sunburst Sugar Baby 
Burgundy Mexibell Trombone Yellow Doll 
Granex (Wh, R, Y) Mucho Nacho   
Grano 1015Y Santa Fe Grande   
Grano 502 Super Cayenne   
BUNCHING TAM Hidalgo Serrano   
Beltsville Bunching    
Southport White    
    
    

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, 
disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity. 

Veggie Varieties for Harris County, cont’d from pg. 10
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Gardening Tools
This chart is a handy guide for knowing the best times to plant in Harris County.
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Open Garden Days at Genoa Friendship Gardens 

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Harris County Master Gardeners
 invite you to join us

The Genoa Friendship Gardens
is located at

1202 Genoa Red Bluff Road
Houston, Texas 77034

Email: phoneHCMGA@gmail.com    Phone: 713.274.0950

To schedule a special event for your garden club, school or professional 
organization please contact us to make your arrangements.

• Tour the variety of exhibits to inspire you with vegetable, perennial, rose, tropical        
and native gardens.

• Meet and talk with a Master Gardener about planting citrus, fruit or berries for          
your home orchard.          

• Contemplate the joy in the Serenity Garden and catch a view of the Water Garden.
• Don’t leave the GFG until you have shopped the Greenhouse where seasonal herbs, 

vegetables and perennials are available for bargain prices until September.

2018 Monthly Open Garden Days & Special Events
January 15  Open Garden Day   June 4 & 18   Open Garden Day
February 24 Fruit Tree & Tomato Sale  July 2 & 16   Open Garden Day
February 19 Open Garden Day   August 6 & 20   Open Garden Day
March 24 Perennial, Herb & Pepper Sale September 17   Open Garden Day
March 19 Open Garden Day   October 15   Open Garden Day
April 16 Open Garden Day   November 19   Open Garden Day
May 21 Open Garden Day    

The Orchard The Water Garden The Greenhouse

on the 3rd Monday of every month, 8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m., January through December, 
and the 1st Monday of every month, June through August. 

Admission to the Exhibit Gardens is free, and register at the Welcome Table
 to receive additiona monthly notices for children and family events.

Open Garden Days
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Texas a&M agriLife exTension service 
3033 Bear creek Dr. 
HousTon, Tx  77084

713-274-0950

 
harris.agrilife.org/program-areas/hort/

hcmga.tamu.edu
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www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners
www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyHorticulture

Like Us On Facebook 

Spring Vegetable Gardening

February 15
Freeman Branch Library

6:30-8:30 p.m.

February Green Thumb Gardening Series

February 20
Spring Branch Memorial Library

6:30-8:30 p.m. 

February 10
Maude Smith Marks Library 

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

The Harris County Master Gardeners as well as Texas A&M Agrilife   
Extension - Harris County Horticulture are actively participating on  
Facebook offering tips, lists, news and plant advice almost daily. The best 
part, instead of locating planting guides or insect documents, and sale
                                    dates for individuals, you can add the HCMG site 
                                   to your account and easily share information 
                                  with others. This is a definite timesaving device   
                                 for these busy garden days and helps promote  
                                our organization.

http://harris.agrilife.org/program-areas/hort/
https://hcmga.tamu.edu/Public/
http://harris.agrilife.org/program-areas/hort/
http://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners
http://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyHorticulture

