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Sowing small seeds in the garden can be quite challenging and 
often results in a great deal of thinning once seeeds germinate. The 
following outlines a method that can be used for any size seed. 
Since I plant so many tiny seeds I use it primarily to sow and grow 
tiny basil seeds along with a few larger seeds. One advantage of 
this method is that the cornstarch allows for an even distribution 
of tiny seeds and it helps me conserve seeds. Seedling thinning is 
minimal. The cornstarch is not needed if you are planting larger 
size seeds. To make it easy on my back my soil bag is placed on 
two stands I keep handy and the bag is at waist height. The small 
plastic bags purchased from the craft section of the store can be la-
beled and snipped and help speed up the process. You can also use 
a spice bottle to help sow the seeds but it will take longer since the 
bottle must be wiped out between sowing each seed variety. The 

small scoop at the 
end of the seafood 
pick lets me pick up 
a small amount of 
the tiny seeds to mix 
in the cornstarch. 
The cornstarch will 
dissolve into the 
soil. Vermiculite is 
a good medium for 
starting seeds and 
helps with water re-
tention. I have used 

Sowing Seeds Tutorial Article and photos by Terri Simon, Master Gardener

Supplies
• 1 bag of soil
• Scissors
• Seeds- small or larger sizes
• Name tags
• 220 Sandpaper for large seeds with 
  hard coats
• Vermiculite
• Misting spray head
• For small seeds:
• Cornstarch (for small seeds)
• Tablespoon (for measuring cornstarch)
• Seafood pick for small seeds (optional)
• Small plastic bags or clean spice bottle 
  with large holes for sowing small seeds

this method for several years now and it works for me. Originally, 
the bag sowing method was a photo I saw posted on facebook. 
Gradually over time I have tweaked it. 

Step 1: Gather everything you will need. This prep work can 
be done inside to help you beat the heat outside. Here I have 
my seed packets, the cornstarch, a tablespoon and a seafood 
pick. My seeds 
are clearly 
labeled in small 
plastic bags 
with the seeds 
and half of a 
tablespoon of 
the cornstarch 
already well 
mixed. My 
plant labels are 
cut from old 
venetian blinds 
and labeled 
with pencil. 
You can also 
see my spice 
bottle with large 
holes. I did not use it this time but I keep it handy in case I 
don’t have the plastic bags. 

Propagation and 
Seed Saving
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July 2019                        

Green Thumb Gardening Series 
Water Conservation
July 11, Barbara Bush Library, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
July 16, Spring Branch Memorial Library, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  
July 18, Freeman Branch Library, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
July 20, Maude Smith Marks Library, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Open Garden Day 
July 15, 8:30 - 11:00 a.m., Genoa Friendship Garden, 1202 Genoa Red  Bluff Rd. Plants for sale in the Greenhouse 
July 23, 10:00 - 11:15 a.m., Weekley Community Center - Registration required by Sunday, July 21st to: 
ogd.harrishort@gmail.com. Weekley Community Center, 8440 Greenhouse Rd., Cypress, TX

Master Gardener Lecture Series 
July 11, GFG Second Thursday 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. Gardening Organically by Diane Norman, Wabash Nursery. 
Genoa Friendship Gardens Education Center building, 1202 Genoa Red Bluff Rd. 

June 2019
Green Thumb Gardening Series 
Propagation and Seed Saving
June 13, Barbara Bush Library, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
June 15, Maude Smith Marks Library, 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
June 18, Spring Branch Memorial Library, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.  
June 20, Freeman Branch Library, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Open Garden Day 
June 17, 8:30 - 11:00 a.m., Genoa Friendship Garden, 1202 Genoa Red  Bluff Rd. Plants for sale in the Greenhouse 
June 25, 10:00 - 11:15 a.m., Weekley Community Center  Registration required by Saturday. June. 22nd to:                        
ogd.harrishort@gmail.com. Weekley Community Center, 8440 Greenhouse Rd., Cypress, TX   

Master Gardener Lecture Series 
June 13, GFG Second Thursday 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. Propagation: Stems & Leaves by Jean Fefer, Harris County Master 
Gardener. Genoa Friendship Gardens Education Center building, 1202 Genoa Red Bluff Rd.

Houston Urban Food Conference 
June 21, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. University of Houston Downtown. General Admission - $50., Student - $25. 
Register - https://HUFC2019.eventbrite.com

Upcoming Events

Visit txmg.org or contact the Harris County Extension Office, 713-274-0950, coordinator.harrishort@gmail.com for information.

Have Garden Questions?
   Email your questions and photos to: phone hcmga@gmail.com or
   Call us Monday – Friday 9:00 am to Noon at 713-274-0950

http://txmg.org
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rocky mountain slopes and hedge banks. Interestingly, it is often 
found where the ground has been disturbed, such as recently 
cleared woodland or where vegetation has been burned. Foxglove 
thrives in acidic soil in partial sunlight to deep shade.  

Foxglove is a common biennial garden plant that contains 
digitoxin, digoxin, and other cardiac glycosides These are 
chemicals that affect the heart. Digitalis purpurea is considered 
highly poisonous; it can be fatal even in small doses. It was the 
original source of the drug called digitalis. Its sap, flowers, seeds, 
and leaves are all poisonous; the leaves, even when dried, contain 
the largest amount of cardiac glycosides. The upper leaves of 
the stem are more dangerous than the lower leaves. Foxglove is 
most toxic just before the seeds ripen. It tastes spicy hot or bitter 
and smells slightly unpleasant. Many people suffer from digoxin 
toxicity every year, either by eating it or even by drinking water 
in which the plants have been growing.

Foxglove was first introduced to the United States as an or-
namental garden plant. During the first year, Foxglove produces 
only leaves. In its second season it produces a tall, leafy flower-
ing stalk that grows 3–4 ft (0.9–1.2 m) tall. In early summer, 
many tubular, bell-shaped flowers bloom; they are about 2 in 
(5.08 cm) long and vary in color from white to lavender and 
purple.

While Foxglove is a beautiful plant and certainly holds a 
place in nature, unless access to it is tightly controlled, its use in 
modern gardens is not recommended. Enjoy the beauty of this 
summer season and nature in all its many facets!  

Herb of the Month - Foxglove (Digitalis purpurea)
by Karen McGowan, Master Gardener 

As Foxglove seems to be gaining some local popularity as a 
beautiful biennial in wildflower and natural gardens, I am direct-
ing some attention this month to this very pretty, yet potently 
poison plant. Known as the Femme Nikita of plants, Foxglove 
(Digitalis purpurea) is June’s Herb of the Month. A powerful 
plant whose derivatives are used to treat congestive heart failure 
and atrial arrhythmias, Foxglove contains naturally-occurring 
poisons that are dangerous – even deadly – to dogs, cats, and 
even humans. With its brightly vibrant flowers, it is attractive to 
hummingbirds, who suffer no ill effects discernible from current 
research.  

Native to Europe, the name “Foxglove” was first recorded in 
1542 by German physician and botanist Leonhard Fuchs, whose 
last name literally translates to “fox” in German. The plant genus 
Fuchsia, a plant list containing mostly shrubs and small trees, 
is also named for Fuchs. According to sources, over time, folk 
myths obscured the literal origins of the name, insinuating that 
foxes wore the flowers on their paws to silence their movements 

as they stealthily hunted their prey. The woody hillsides where 
the foxes made their dens were often covered with the toxic flow-
ers. Some of the more menacing names, such as “witch’s glove,” 
reference the toxicity of the plant.  

Foxglove’s habitat is a wide range including open woods, 
woodland clearings, moorland and heath margins, sea cliffs, 

Citations: 
https://www.botanical.com/botanical/mgmh/f/foxglo30.html
https://www.uaex.edu/yard-garden/resource-library/plant-week/foxglove.aspx
https://www.organicfacts.net/health-benefits/other/foxglove.html

https://www.botanical.com/botanical/mgmh/f/foxglo30.html
https://www.uaex.edu/yard-garden/resource-library/plant-week/foxglove.aspx
https://www.organicfacts.net/health-benefits/other/foxglove.html
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Ever hear the term DYC? It stands for Damn Yellow Composite, 
and refers to any of the many yellow-flowered species in the Aster 
family that can be hard to tell apart. The Clasping coneflower can 
be differentiated easily by looking at its leaves. They’re like elon-
gated hearts with bases that wrap themselves around the stems 
of the plant. Also, unlike some other DYC’s, its leaves and stems 
are smooth. The flower petals of the Clasping coneflowers can be 

solid yellow, or sport reddish-
purple or brown bases. It thrives 
in sun to part sun, most soils 
except caliche, prefers medium 
to moist soil, grows 1’ – 3’ tall, 
and provides nectar to bees and 
butterflies.

The Clasping coneflower has 
a conspicuous seed head, and 
the easiest way to have more 
next season is to let them drop 
seeds on their own. To collect 
seeds for sharing, wait until the 
seed head looks brown and dry 
before clipping it off with some 
of the stem. If you’re not sure if 

it’s ready, drag a fingernail along the seed head to see if the seeds 
come loose easily. Lay the seed heads out to dry on newspapers, 
paper towels, or a drying screen for a few days. Holding it upside 
down by the stem, insert the seed head into a paper bag and shake 
the seeds loose. You can then transfer the contents of the bag to 
a sieve to separate the seeds from the chaff. Place the seeds in an 
airtight container, tag the month and year they were collected, and 
store the container in a cool dry place. 

Plant of the Month - Clasping Coneflower, 
Clasping-leaf Coneflower (Dracopis amplexicaulis, 
Rudbeckia amplexicaulis ) 
Dracopis: DRAY-koh-pis – from the Greek draco (dragon)1

Rudbeckia: rud-BEK-ee-a – Named for Olof Rudbeck and his son (also Olof ), 17th century Swedish botanists1

am-pleks-ih-KAW-liss – clasping the stem1

by Beth Braun, Master Gardener 

The Master Gardener Intern was giddy with pleasure when 
she saw the native plant bed at the Genoa Friendship Garden. 
The bed—and the surrounding lawn—is a sea of cheery yellow. 
There’s another clump of this plant in the herb garden at the back 
of the demonstration garden. Strays poke up from other beds with 
their own designations, like the xeriscape garden and heritage 
garden. 

So it’s fair to say that the 
Clasping coneflower requires 
no propagation expertise to 
enjoy year after year. It’s 
almost laughable that it’s clas-
sified as an “annual”, which 
gives the impression of once 
and done. In fact, this Texas 
native gives “once and done” 
a new meaning, in that it self-
sows with carefree abandon. 

Recently, a small group of 
Native Plant Society mem-
bers toured each other’s 
gardens. Self-sowing natives 
like Clasping coneflower and 
non-native pollinator favorites like cosmos are popular with 
this group. A few described their careful effort last year to plant 
flowers in the pink-to-purple range over here, yellow-gold-orange 
flowers over there and so on. But nature took its own course, and 
this year volunteer plants appeared here, there, and everywhere. 
In the words of a permaculture writer, “the cultivated chaos of 
self-seeding is extremely beautiful and life-affirming.”2 

Clasping coneflower         Photo courtesy W.D. and Dolphia Bransford, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center

1  Dave’s Garden website, https://davesgarden.com
2  Diana Sette, Self-Seeding in the Garden Farm, https://medium.com/permaculturewomen

https://davesgarden.com
https://medium.com/permaculturewomen
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Plant Propagation and Seed Storing
Article and photos by Terri Simon, Master Gardener 

of apple varieties. We have lost more than 80 percent of the apple 
varieties. At Monticello, Thomas Jefferson was well known for 
keeping a variety of plant cultivars. It is said that he competed 
with his neighbors to see who could be the first to put harvested 
peas on the dinner table at springtime. There are numerous ways 
to successfully grow seeds. What works for one variety may 
not work for another. Do your research and eventually you will 
develop your own technique. 

Once you have grown your plants you may decide to save 
seeds. This will reduce your costs even more. Keep in mind that 
most of the hybrid varieties will not reproduce. You best chance 
to replenish your seed collection is to use heirlooms. Remember, 
if your beloved aji Amarillo pepper was surrounded by other 
pepper varieties then it was probably cross pollinated with those 
other peppers and saving those seeds may not yield a carbon 
copy of that aji  pepper. 

When you have successfully harvested seeds or bulbs they 
will last longer if properly stored. The next growing season for 
you seeds may be a year away. If you only need short term stor-
age a dry, cool, dark area that has no bugs will do. Avoid direct 
sunlight and store in a cool place that has a reliable temperature. 
Make sure your storage place is free from varmints that can 
chomp on your seeds. Wire, glass bottles or metal containers can 
be used for storage. Paper bags or mesh bags can be used. Check 
on them frequently. You can refrigerate seeds but they must be 

Nearly one third of the U.S. population is engaged in garden-
ing. Even millenials have climbed on board. There are numer-
ous reasons why one begins gardening. Saving money, relieving 
stress, spending the time outside and providing food that you 
know has had fewer chemicals sprayed on it are just a few rea-
sons. Watching your seeds break through the soil – it’s close to 
the miracle of having children. Growing from seeds is the cheap-
est way to grow plants. In addition to that, shopping online opens 
a whole world of unique plants and seeds that are not available 
in area nurseries. There are some rules you need to follow. One 
rule is growing plants in the right season. Some like it hot, some 
like it cool. In our growing zone, peppers and tomatoes need to 
be started indoors in December and January. You need to know 
your climate zone. You are wasting time, effort and money if 
you order plants or seeds that will never flourish in our area. 
Memorize the first and last freeze dates. Here those dates are 
approximately November 29 through March 1. It’s also critical to 
have a soil test done. This will let you know what, if any amend-
ments need to be done. Keep in mind some plants require shade 
and some require full sun or a combination of the two. One hard 
lesson I learned over time: full sun does not necessarily mean 
full sun on the south side in Texas. Finally, find other garden-
ers. Gardeners usually share their knowledge. The internet has 
numerous gardening sites and there are usually garden clubs in 
your area. In my experience some of the most experienced and 
knowledgeable gardeners can be found at plant swaps, garden 
club sales and master gardener sales. Take advantage of the free 
knowledge out there. 

Keep some good reference books on hand. The Mother Earth 
News magazine is one of my favorites. Other reference books I 
have are Park’s Success with Seed by Karen Park Jennings and 
The Seed Garden: The Art and Practice of Seed Saving from 
the Seed Saver Exchange. There are so many ways to propagate 
plants. A few of these are growing them from seed, dividing 
some varieties, using cuttings and air layering is also an option. 
Generally, hybrid plants cannot be reproduced by seeds. Heir-
loom varieties will yield seeds that will successfully reproduce. 
An organization called the Seed Savers Exchange is dedicated to 
the preservation of heirloom seeds. Due to hybridization many 
plant varieties are now extinct. At one time there were thousands 

cont’d on pg. 6

Park’s success with Seed and The Seed Garden are excellent reference sources.



U R B A N  D I R T   •   J U N E  2 0 1 9

  

 

6

and the seeds will scatter 
if not captured in the 
netting. I have had one 
darken within a day and 
missed an opportunity to 
capture the seeds because 
I did not have netting on 
it. There are others I am 
continuously dividing to 
haul to plant swaps. It is 
the most economical way 
to increase your plant 
inventory. I use many of 
the plants I have propa-
gated to give as gifts at 
Christmas and for other 
occasions. I also make 
preserves for gift giving and those are popular as well. Giving 

gifts I have made 
myself is so satisfy-
ing. I hope you con-
sider that as well. 

dry. Bend the seed if it is large enough. If it shatters or snaps 
then it is probably dry. Wet seeds can either sprout or rot. When 
storing in the fridge or freezer use an airtight container. There 
are small freezer packets available on the internet that can be 
used to store your seeds. Some seeds cannot be stored. Onions 
and carrots have short lives and should be frozen. 

I have a few favorite plants 
that I have successfully prop-
agated. My amaryllis bulbs 
can be divided and they will 
also produce seed pods that 
can be harvested. The seeds 
should be fresh and will take 
about three weeks to germi-
nate. My fish pepper plant 
was sown indoors in Decem-
ber 2017 and is still alive. It 
is a beautiful variegated plant 
with pale variegated peppers. 
The name fish pepper is used 
because it was used in the 
Boston area to flavor seafood 
stews. Those seeds were 
brought here by slaves. 
My pregnant onion is in the asparagus family. It produces 

bulblets on its sides. It 
has reproduced more 
than the Kardashians. 
I can remove the baby 
bulb from its side and 
pot it. Voila! I have 
another pregnant onion. 
My favorite plants right 
now are the Buddha 
bellies. There is a trick 
to harvesting seeds from 
it. When the seed pods 
begins to darken, im-
mediately cover it with 
mesh. That pod will pop 

Plant propagation and seed saving, cont’d from pg. 5

Amaryllis

Buddha bellies

Fish pepper

Pregnant onion
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Step 2: Prepwork. Use a bag of your favorite potting/garden 
soil. Poke some drainage holes in it at the bottom and especially 
under the corners. Using scissors cut a large rectangle in the top 
of the bag. Do not cut too far into the sides because you don’t 
want the soil to wash out.  

Step 3: Using your scissors snip a corner off of your homemade 
labeled seed packet. This will help you distribute your small 
seeds. Remember, the cornstarch will dissolve. There are also 
methods such as making a corn starch gel and homemade seed 
tape for your seeds but these take time. The Idaho extension      
office has a nice resource for this. See sections 4-6 and 4-7 at this 
website http://www.extension.uidaho.edu/mg/resources/hand-
book/MGH04.pdf.

Step 4: Sowing. Sprinkle the cornstarch/small seed mixture in 
rows on your soil bag. Don’t forget to label the rows. I use basil 
varieties that differ in appearance side by side to help me keep 
the varieties straight in case they do migrate. For example a 
Genovese basil next to a dark purple opal basil next to a spicy 
glove basil next to a purple ruffle basil next to a lemon basil, etc. 
Tip: some larger seeds may have hard outer coats such as Texas 
native star hibiscus seeds. Scarify that outer coat lightly with 
some 220 sandpaper to speed up germination. Remember, you do 
not need the cornstarch for larger seeds.

Step 5: Cover all 
of your rows with 
a light layer of ver-
miculite then use 
a mist garden hose 
setting to thorough-
ly water. If you use 
a water flow that 
is too harsh, you 
will scatter seeds 
and vermiculite 
everywhere. Live 
and learn.

Sowing Seeds Tutorial, cont’d from pg. 1

cont’d on pg. 8

http://www.extension.uidaho.edu/mg/resources/handbook/MGH04.pdf
http://www.extension.uidaho.edu/mg/resources/handbook/MGH04.pdf
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Step 6: Tamping. Gently tamp the vermiculite down after water-
ing to ensure good soil to seed contact. Only tamp after watering! 
Dry vermiculite sticks to everything and you will have a mess. 
I suggest using the misting setting until your seedlings are well 
established. 

Sowing Seeds Tutorial, cont’d from pg. 7

Step 7: Voila! Isn’t this beautiful? In this photo I was experi-
menting to see how large the seedlings would grow in that bag. 
Since the bag is 
at waist height 
weeding and 
caring for it was 
easier. I did not 
seem to have as 
many crawling 
insect problems 
either. It was 
a long stretch         
up the legs of 
those stands for 
crawlers. 
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Visit the Harris County Master Gardeners 
Facebook page for event details!

www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
in partnership with 

Hermann Park Conservancy 
are pleased to present

Master Gardeners in the City
at McGovern Centennial Gardens

These educational programs are FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas cooperating.

Saturday, June 8th & 22nd
McGovern Centennial Gardens at Hermann Park

1500 Hermann Drive
Houston, Texas 77004

Events include garden tours and children activities.

http://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners
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Open Garden Days at Genoa Friendship Gardens 

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Harris County Master Gardeners
 invite you to join us

The Genoa Friendship Gardens
is located at

1202 Genoa Red Bluff Road
Houston, Texas 77034

To schedule a special event for your garden club, school or professional 
organization please contact us to make your arrangements.

• Tour the variety of exhibits to inspire you with vegetable, perennial, rose, tropical        
and native gardens.

• Meet and talk with a Master Gardener about planting citrus, fruit or berries for          
your home orchard.          

• Contemplate the joy in the Serenity Garden and catch a view of the Water Garden.
• Don’t leave the GFG until you have shopped the Greenhouse where seasonal herbs, 

vegetables and perennials are available for sale until September. 

2019 Monthly Open Garden Days & Special Events        
February 23 Fruit Tree Sale    June 17   Open Garden Day
March 18 Open Garden Day   July 15    Open Garden Day
March 30 Spring Plant Sale   August 19   Open Garden Day
April 15 Open Garden Day   September 16   Open Garden Day
May 20 Open Garden Day   October 21   Open Garden Day
     

The Orchard The Water Garden The Greenhouse

on the 3rd Monday of the month, March through October, 8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Admission to the Exhibit Gardens is free, and register at the Welcome Table

 to receive additional monthly notices for children and family events.

Open Garden Days

Second Chance Sale bargains can be found in the Greenhouse after our February and March plant sales.
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Open Garden Days at The Weekley Community Center 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Harris County Master Gardeners

 invite you to join us for

Open Garden Day Activities
is located at 8440 Greenhouse Road, Houston, Texas 77433

For information about upcoming topics, dates and registration, please email us at 
ogd.harrishort@gmail.com. Registration is required before each program.

Children and their parents looking for hands-on ways to learn, create, and have fun inspire 
our Open Garden Day volunteers to offer programs that do just that.

This FREE monthly children’s event includes a variety of activities:
• Planting seeds, veggies or ornamentals into pots so children can continue to grow       

them at home.
• Creating a “nature theme” craft project with materials that are provided.         
• 30-40 minute hands-on lesson that focuses on a single topic each month.

Previous lessons have included making a worm farm, putting together a compost bin,         
learning about the importance of butterflies, and making a feeder to attract pollinators.

2019 Monthly Open Garden Days
February 26      Registration required by Sun. Feb. 24 
March 26         Registration required by Sun. Mar. 24.
April 16           Registration required by Sat. Apr. 13
May 28           Registration required by Sun. May 26
June 25          Registration required by Sat. June 22

Recycled soda bottle

one Tuesday each month, January through November, 10:00 –11:00 a.m. 

Open Garden Days

Past projects

Fantasy GardenSeed Pod mobile

July 23            Registration required by Sun. July 21 
August 27      Registration required by Sun. Aug. 25.
Sept. 24          Registration required by Sun. Sept. 22
October, November and December dates are TBA
at this time.
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Ask a Master Gardener

Ask a Master Gardener is a volunteer program offered by Texas A&M AgriLife      
Extension Service. Volunteers staff booths and tables to provide free, research-based 
horticulture education to the public throughout Harris County.

In June we are going to be in the following locations!

June 1     Urban Harvest - 1st Saturday, 7:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
                   3401 Westheimer Rd. (corner of Buffalo Spdwy. & Westheimer), Houston  
                   Garden Oaks/Heights - 1st Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. at The Farmstand,  
                   938 Wakefield, Houston 
 
June 8     Tomball - 2nd Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 205 W. Main Street, Tomball, TX 

June 16     Town Lake - 3rd Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 9955 Barker Cypress Rd. 
                   Cypress, TX

June 20     Westchase - 3rd Thursday, 3-7 p.m. at 10503 Westheimer Rd., Houston

June 22     Memorial Villages - 4th Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 10840 Beinhorn Rd.,
                    Houston
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Texas A&M AgriLife Extension provides equal opportunities in its programs and employment to all persons, regardless of race, color, sex, 
religion, national origin, disability, age, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation, or gender identity.

HOUSTON URBAN FOOD CONFERENCE 

COST - Student $25, General Admission $50
REGISTER - https://hufc2019.eventbrite.com

JOIN US FOR THE 2019

AgriLife’s Vision for Urban Agriculture: Ensuring Relevance to All Texans

Deputy Vice Chancellor, Texas A&M Agrilife / Texas A&M University System

COMMERCIAL TRACK

june 21, 8:00 -3:30 p.m.
university of houston downtown

featuring expanded topics & New sessions. choose from 4 sessions: 

Backyard track

community gardens

Food Policy & Health

Wicked-Problems Lunch Topics:
each table will have a moderator to informally 

discuss an urban food topic with the group.

plus

Dr. susan ballabina

keynote

13
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Gardening Tools
This chart is a handy guide for knowing the best times to plant in Harris County.

Download the 
Vegetable Garden                        

Planting Guide here!

http://counties.agrilife.org/harris/files/2018/08/Vegetable-Planting-Chart-Sept2018.jpg
http://counties.agrilife.org/harris/files/2018/08/Vegetable-Planting-Chart-Sept2018.jpg
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www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners
www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyHorticulture

https://twitter.com/pharrishort

https://www.instagram.com/harriscountymastergardeners

Follow Us On Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
The Harris County Master Gardeners as well as Texas A&M AgriLife Extension - Harris 
County Horticulture are actively participating on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram offering 
tips, lists, news and plant advice almost daily. The best part, instead of locating planting 
guides or insect documents, and sale dates for individuals, you can add the HCMG site to 
your account and easily share information with others. This is a definitely a timesaver for 
these busy garden days and helps promote our organization.

June 18
Spring Branch Memorial Library

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

June 20
Freeman Branch Library

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

Propagation and Seed Saving

June 15
Maude Smith Marks Library

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Green Thumb Gardening Series

 June 13
Barbara Bush Library

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 

http://harris.agrilife.org/program-areas/hort/
https://hcmga.tamu.edu/Public/
http://harris.agrilife.org/program-areas/hort/
http://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners
http://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyHorticulture 

