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UrbanDirt
Gardening Events  and Informat ion for  Texans

In October of 2019, many of us attended a lecture given by  
master gardener Carlos Domenech on the topic of composting. 
With the help of Mariana Pena (aka Carbon) and Aida Pita (aka  
Nitrogen), Carlos demonstrated how easy it is to assemble an 
outdoor compost pile using wire, the proper ingredients and some 
effort. Carlos is the composting expert who worked out of the 
Bear Creek extension office. 

Carlos showed us a basic, easy way to start our own compost 
pile, but there 
are a variety of 
other accessories 
available on the 
market that can 
be used to make 
your own com-
post. Compost is 
just the end prod-
uct obtained from 
the breakdown of 
organic materials. 
Adding compost 

Composting Options
to your soil can improve the soil itself, help with aeration and 
allow the retention of nutrients and water. According to the Texas 
A&M website, by recycling our lawn clippings, other yard debris 
and kitchen scraps 20-30% of the trash intended for landfills could 
be recycled. Animal waste can be used with the exception of dog 
and cat waste, as their waste can transmit diseases. If you want 
start a compost pile similar to Carlos’s, access the link https://
agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/library/gardening/composting/.

If you want a different way to obtain your own compost, there 
are composters available online and in stores for you to purchase. 
The three basic types are 
continuous, indoor and 
batch composters. Worm 
composters are consid-
ered an indoor composter. 
There are also compost 
bags available on the mar-
ket. You can purchase a 
composter that makes a 
smaller amount of compost as well. Indoor composters make 
smaller batches. Compost batch tumblers can be faster but require 

by Terri Simon, Master Gardener 
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April 2020
Dear Master Gardeners and Community Members,

I’d like to address the current state of affairs as it pertains to our program. This 
pandemic has affected our social, emotional, and financial lives like no other event, 
since the inception of the Master Gardener Program here in Texas. While Hurricane 
Harvey flooded over thirty of our Master Gardeners’ homes, many events resumed 
immediately, and our education continued in the community. This, however, has 
quickly made many aspects of our normal lives come to a complete standstill. We 
are working hard to maintain continuity by shifting education online.

Our priority is to ensure the health and safety of our volunteers and community. 
As a result, all Texas A&M AgriLife Extension-related in-person meetings are 
cancelled through May 4th and staff is following the Stay at Home order issued by 
Harris County authorities. AgriLife Extension will not be open to the public, so if 
you have reached out, please be patient with our response as many Staff members 
are currently working from home.  

If you have horticulture questions, the best way to contact us is by emailing          
phonehcmga@gmail.com and we will do our best to get back to you as soon as      
we can. 

Despite all the upheaval this pandemic has caused on our lives so far, one thing 
continues… home gardening. Gardening brings families together, it allows us to feel 
fresh air and sunlight we desperately need, and it encourages positivity from accom-
plishment. We hope that you find new, beautiful things in your garden or landscape 
during this time and use the resources we put out on our social media accounts to 
bring you closer to all things horticulture. We thank you for your support!

Please visit us at the social media pages below:

     • Harris County Extension Horticulture Facebook Page
     • Harris County Master Gardeners Facebook Page
     • Harris County Family and Community Health Facebook Page

COVID-19 
AgriLife Extension 

Web Hub

Social Distancing 
with Kids

For more information on COVID-19, please visit the following websites:

     COVID-19 AgriLife Extension Web Hub          Social Distancing with Kids  

Best wishes for continued health during this time of isolation.

Keep gardening.
Brandi Keller
Master Gardener Program Coordinator
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension – Harris County

https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyHorticulture/
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners/
https://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyFCH/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/coronavirus/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/coronavirus/
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/coronavirus/
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2020/03/20/social-distancing-with-kids/
https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2020/03/20/social-distancing-with-kids/
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President’s Perspective

It was a privilege—and downright fun—to recognize 
outstanding Master Gardeners at the Awards Luncheon on 
March 11th. The setting was the Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion 
at Hermann Park’s Centennial Gardens. Tables were adorned 
with colorful flower arrangements created by our own Master       
Gardeners as door prizes. Conversation over lunch was lively 
and the applause generous as winners were announced:

Honorary Life Membership – Evan Hopkins
New Master Gardener Award – Fatma Ozgel
Outstanding Volunteer Award – Linda Persse
Meritorious Service Award
 James Hobkirk
 Dianne Lawrence
 Jana Lee
 Kathryn McLeod
 Janice Muhm
 Terri Simon
Volunteer of the Year Award – Carolyn Boyd
Lifetime Achievement Award – Patricia Metzinger

Harris County covers more than 1,700 square miles, and it 
has a larger population than 23 states. In spite of those chal-
lenges, Agent Paul Winski said during his remarks that our 
community outreach has gone “through the roof” in recent years. 
Membership numbers have held steady as well. For that, let’s 
give ourselves a pat on the back.

Within two days of this happy occasion, both the West Side’s 
plant sale and GFG’s plant sale later in the month were post-
poned to October due to the Corona Virus outbreak. There were 
no financial penalties tied to the postponements, so we can take 
our time to reorganize for successful plant sales later this year.

There is no permanent template for accomplishing our mis-
sion as Master Gardeners to educate the community in research-
based gardening practices. Our direct interaction with the public 
will suffer for a while as we take precautionary measures, but 
we are an intrepid volunteer organization that’s shown that we 
can adapt. For now, I continue to garden while practicing social 
distancing and hope you will too. Be well, friends. 

Beth Braun
HCMGA Board President, 2020

Beth Braun recognizes Evan Hopkins with
the Honorary Life Membership award.

Photo by Christa Kaiser
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Chives’ medical properties are similar to those of garlic, but 
not as effective as garlic; its lackluster comparison to garlic in 
terms of medicinal usage is probably the main reason that chives 
are not touted as a medicinal herb. Nonetheless, with numerous 
organosulfide compounds such as allyl sulfides (Burdock 1996) 
and alkyl sulfoxides, chives do have a beneficial effect on the 
circulatory system, acting upon it by lowering the blood pressure 
(Craig 2004). As chives are usually served in small amounts and 
never as the main dish, negative effects are rarely encountered, 

although digestive problems may 
occur following over-consumption 
(Craig 2004).

To their culinary usage: Chives 
are grown for their leaves, which 
are used as a condiment, providing 
both vivid color and a somewhat 
milder onion flavor than other 
Allium species. Culinary uses 
for chives include shredding the 
leaves (straws) for use as condi-
ment for fish, potatoes and soups.

The edible lavender flowers 
blossom in the late spring from May to June. There is no set chive 
plant harvest time. You may begin picking chives 30 days after 
transplanting or 60 days after sowing seed, when the leaves are at 
least 6 inches tall. The plant will produce more abundantly in its 
second year and thereafter you can continue to pick at will over 
the course of the summer and in mild climates through the winter. 
There is no mystery as to how to harvest chives. Using a sharp 
pair of kitchen shears, snip the leaves from the base of the plant, 
to within 1-2 inches of the soil. In the first year, harvest 3-4 times. 
Thereafter, cut the chive back monthly. Fresh leaves can be stored 
in a plastic bag for up to a week in a refrigerator. Chives can also 
be dry-frozen without much impairment to their taste, giving 
home growers the opportunity to store large quantities harvested 
from their own garden. In order to retain flavor, leaves should be 
added near the end of the cooking time.

Whether you elect to use chives as a companion plant to ward 
off pests, for culinary usage, or both, this multitasking herb is 
nearly peerless in the garden. Happy planting! 

Herb of the Month

Chive - (Allium schoenoprasum)  
by Karen McGowan, Master Gardener 

To compliment this month’s Green Thumb talk topic, Soils and 
Composting, an herb that can assist in a natural and environmen-
tally responsible way to ward off garden pests has been chosen: 
Chive, which is generally referred to in the plural as chives.   

A member of the onion family, as with most of this clan, 
chives probably shine best as a garden mate for roses. The reason 
for chives’ ability to repel many insects lies within its sulfur 
compounds. Planted at the base of roses as a companion plant, 
chives will deter black spot and ward off aphids and other pests by 
confusing them with their strong 
scent. Beyond being a friend to 
roses, it is said that chive usage 
around fruit trees repels borers 
and apple scab, while tucked in 
near cucumber plants it success-
fully repels cucumber beetles. 
Elsewhere, interspersing chives 
between carrots will lead to 
improved growth and expansive 
flavor!

While posting a “not wel-
come” sign for pests, chives 
simultaneously stand out as a popular waystation for bees. The 
purple blossoms of chives are among pollinating bees favored pit 
stops. Planting clumps along your vegetable or flower garden's 
edge can positively affect pollination occurrence.

Cultivated in Europe since the Middle Ages, signs of chive 
usage actually date back to 5,000 years ago (Trowbridge 2006). 
Chives are generally adaptable, but thrive in well-drained soil 
with a pH of 6-7 and full sun. They can be grown from seed, 
germinated at a temperature of 15-20 degrees Celsius, and kept 
moist. Around south Texas, chives can be bi-annual or peren-
nial, depending upon environmental conditions. Plants should be 
divided every 2-3 years, again dependent upon conditions.  

Citations:
https://www.thespruce.com/companion-plants-for-roses-2539564
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Chives
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/
     PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=j270
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17723169

https://www.thespruce.com/companion-plants-for-roses-2539564
https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Chives
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=j270
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=j270
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17723169
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I know what I am about to say may sound nuts, no pun in-
tended, but I also lay a small chicken wire tent over the row until 
the plants sprout. Even though I have not seen it occur, I swear 
some of my peanuts are being dug up and confiscated by critters. 
This is probably a figment of my imagination, but I have a hard 
time explaining why some of my peanuts fail to sprout along with 
evidence of digging in my raised bed!

Now that we have covered the planting process, it is time to 
fess up and admit a peanut is not a nut but a fruit and that makes 
sense once we look at how a peanut grows. The following illustra-
tion from the National Peanut Board website shows it best.

The seedling appears in about 10 days. After about 40 days, 
the yellow flowers 
emerge. The flower self-
pollinates, the petals fall 
off and the peanut ovary, 
the peg, forms. “The peg 
enlarges and grows down 
and away from the plant 
forming a small stem 
which extends into the 
soil. The peanut embryo 
is in the tip of the peg, 
which penetrates the soil. 
The embryo turns hori-
zontal to the soil surface 

Plant of the Month

Peanuts - Legumes  
by Don Tyler, Master Gardener 

I was trying to think of a plant I could write about to go along 
with the central theme of this month’s Green Thumb Gardening 
Series, soils and composting. Of course, neither soil nor com-
post are plants but there are plants that “help” both and that is 
legumes.

Legumes are part of the family, Fabaceae, which encom-
passes plants such as all variety of beans, alfalfa, clover and yes, 
much to my surprise, even peanuts. So, aside from being a staple 
food source, legumes play an important role in maintaining 
healthy soil and compost through a process known as nitrogen-
fixing. More about nitrogen-fixing later.

I happen to love peanuts and I enjoy planting them in my 
garden. Rodale’s states, “peanuts are usually problem-free”2 and 
seem to suggest aphids may be the most challenging pest. Now, 
who doesn’t want to grow a “problem-free” plant? As mentioned 
by Rodale’s, I plant “Jumbo Virginia” sourced from a national 
seed supplier.

Peanuts like full sun and as with most underground produce, 
the soil should be loose with good drainage. Most resources, and 
even my seed package, state you can plant the peanuts in the hull 
or unhulled. I have tried both approaches and have been totally 
unsuccessful when planting unhulled peanuts. I have dug up my 
bed only to find traces of rotted peanuts. Maybe that is just me 
but seeing I have had the best success planting the individual 
peanuts, I hull mine. If you hull your peanuts, it is imperative that 
you do so carefully so as to leave the paper-thin covering intact 
on the nut. Without the covering, the seed will not germinate. 
The soil temperature needs to be around 65o F to 70o F.

I just planted my peanuts this past weekend and so here are a 
couple of pictures of that process.

Photos by Don Tyler

Peanuts being shelled before planting    Peanuts placed in the garden bed

Chicken wire row cover!

Graphic courtesy National Peanut Board                         cont'd on pg. 6
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Peanuts, cont'd from pg. 5

If you plant any of the legumes mentioned above, I encour-
age you to pull up a plant and check out the roots. Odds are if 
you have “active” soil, I will be surprised if you did not find 
these nitrogen-fixing nodules. If by chance your roots have not 
formed these nodules, you will need to investigate the possibility 
of applying a bacterial inoculant to your soil. These products are 
readily available at quality nurseries in our area.

In any case, “once the nodules are formed [the bacteria] takes 
the atmospheric nitrogen from the air and fixes the nitrogen from 
the air to the plant, from the plant to the soil”1. After harvesting, 
legume plants have residual nitrogen and so you let the plant 
decompose in the soil or toss into your compost pile. Either way, 
growing peanuts or any of the many other legumes provides an 
avenue to organically enrich your soil and compost. 

           

1 “Peanuts & Sustainability: A Case of Good Bacteria.” The National Peanut Board. 
    https://nationalpeanutboard.org/news/peanuts-sustainability-case-good-bacteria.htm.
2 “Peanut,” Rodale’s Ultimate Encyclopedia of Organic Gardening. Edited by Bradley, Fern Marshall; Ellis, Barbara W.; Phillips, Ellen; 
   Martin, Deborah L., Rodale, location 11164 of 18280.

and begins to mature taking the form of a peanut.”1 That is pretty 
neat in my opinion.

The plant will continue to bloom and send pegs into the soil 
throughout the growing season. “The crop is ready to harvest 
when leaves turn yellow and the peanuts’ inner shells have gold-
marked veins, which you can check periodically by pulling out a 
few nuts from the soil and shelling them.”2 Once harvested, you 
need to let the peanuts air dry on the plant before pulling them off 
for storing or roasting.

I find the world of gardening to be fun and it is cool to go dig-
ging around the base of a peanut plant and finding peanuts of all 
things! Fun to grow, fun to eat and oh by the way, let’s not forget 
good for the soil and compost, i.e. nitrogen fixing.

Nitrogen-fixing is nature’s way of making nitrogen available 
for plants. The National Peanut Board provides an excellent sum-
mary of this process. “First, it’s important to note that nitrogen 
exists in the form of a gas (N2) all around us. It makes up approx-
imately 80% of the atmosphere, and is one of the life-sustaining 
elements that all organisms use. That said, N2 in its inert state 
is unusable by most living organisms, and must be converted 
to ammonia (NH3) in order to be biologically available. Enter 
bacteria. The conversion of N2 to NH3 is made possible in nature 
thanks to bacteria. This conversion process, known as nitrogen-
fixing, occurs regularly in the environment and benefits plants in 
natural ecosystems. Because plants use nitrogen from the soil, 
farming crops can often deplete the available fixed nitrogen in 
the soil faster than it can be regenerated. That’s why farmers 
apply nitrogen-rich fertilizers to the field to replenish the land 
and ‘feed’ the plants. However, some plant species, including 
legumes, are able to generate their own nitrogen-fixing because 
they host bacteria in their roots. Peanuts are a legume with amaz-
ing nitrogen-fixing properties.”1

I understand there is a lot to unpack in that excerpt but if you 
want to dig even deeper into the world of the nitrogen cycle’s role 
in the microbial world of soil nutrition, I highly recommend a 
series of books Teaming With Microbes, Teaming With Fungi and 
Teaming With Nutrients. 

The following two pictures show actual nitrogen-fixing     
nodules on a peanut root.  

Top image shows late-season nitrogen-fixing Bradyrhizobium 
nodules on peanut roots. Bottom image shows mid-season 
nitrogen-fixing Bradyrhizobium nodule development on the 
lower peanut root. The top plant was not inoculated.
Images courtesy of Calvin Trostle, Ph.D., Texas A&M AgriLife1

https://nationalpeanutboard.org/news/peanuts-sustainability-case-good-bacteria.htm.


U R B A N  D I R T   •  A P R I L  2 0 2 0

7

Crowds abounded at West and GFG plant sales!
Enthusiatic gardeners line up early to have the first crack 

at snaring some of our plants. At the January West Fruit Tree 
Sale and the February GFG Tomato and Fruit Tree Sale lines 
were pretty long as folks anxiously awaited the signal to “start 

buying”! Then, most customers strode, lists in hand, with fierce 
determination toward the plants they wanted. I spoke to custom-
ers, as they checked out, and all seemed very happy with their 
selections.

by Carolyn Boyd, Master Gardener                                                                                           

West

Photo by Cindy Barger, Master Gardener       

Photos by Jonathan Correia, Master Gardener

Genoa Friendship Gardens

Photos by Clayton Lau

Photo by Cindy Barger, Master Gardener       
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rotating daily. As the volume increases, it is harder to turn the 
tumbler. Continuous composters take longer. Worm composters 
are wonderful for students. All have pros and cons. 

Composters can be made of a variety of materials: ceramic, 
resin, plastic, wood, metal, and polyethylene are some of the op-
tions available. Thin plastic degrades more quickly than polyeth-
ylene and resin. Many kitchen composters are made of ceramic 
to help control odors and repel stains. Something else to consider 
is the volume of compost you need or have room for. Choose a 
smaller composter if you are a novice to composting. One impor-
tant thing to remember- all composters are capable of emitting 
odors that can attract rodents. 

Regardless of the type of composter you choose, do your 
research first. Determine the size, the convenience factors you 
want (does it have wheels?) and the amount of money you want to 
invest. Before you know it, you too can have your own compost.

Composting Options, cont'd from pg. 1

Rolling dual-batch composting bin with wheels 
Photo courtesy gardener.com            

     

Angela Byargeon, Vivian Cromwell, Valerie Depew, Judy Franco, 

Philip John, Gabby Matringe, Cindy Moore, Marleine Oren, 

Diane Perez, Ruth Roesler, Cig Vergason and Marilyn Zavatsky, 

Master Gardeners and Interns who celebrate a birthday during April include 
the following. Wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY when you see them! 

If your name is missing, please check that your online profile is complete.

Is there a fellow MG you think should be recognized for their hard work and commitment? 
If the answer is YES, you can submit their name for an MG of the Month nomination.

Submit your MG of the Month nominations to the Membership Committee by e-mailing the 
information to kmbrene@att.net (West) or gclau@comcast.net (Genoa Friendship Gardens).

Nominate a Master Gardener of the Month
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Scenes from the HCMGA Awards Luncheon
Over 70 Master Gardeners gathered on March 11th at the Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion 

at Hermann Park’s Centennial Gardens to honor their peers. The venue provided a stunning 
view of the fountains and the beautiful gardens where Harris County master gardeners 
volunteer in the vegetable garden. Beautiful table centerpieces were created by several    
MGs. If you were lucky enough to be sitting in a chair with the “dot” under the seat, you      
got to take home the centerpiece! After the luncheon, garden tours were led by Will Isbell 
and Dianne Lawrence. 

Honorary Life Membership
Evan Hopkins

New Master Gardener Award
Fatma Ozgel

Outstanding Volunteer Award
Linda Persse

Meritorious Service Award
James Hobkirk

Dianne Lawrence
Jana Lee

Kathryn McLeod
Janice Muhm
Terri Simon

Volunteer of the Year Award
Carolyn Boyd

Lifetime Achievement Award
Patricia Metzinger

Interns Mary Stokman, Pam Longley 
and Jennifer Patterson 

One of the beautiful table centerpieces              

Master Gardeners with the centerpieces they created.                                                                                                                                                 Photo by Christa Kaiser            

Linda Pearson, Terri Simon and Guy Lazarus  
                                                     Photo by Evan Hopkins            

Skip Richter was 
presented a parting gift 
as he moves to his next 
post in Brazos County. 
Pheromone: The Insect 
Artwork of Christopher 
Marley presents illus-
trations of real insect 
bodies that display 
their brilliant colors.

Photo by Christa Kaiser  

by Carolyn Boyd, Master Gardener                                                                                           

 Photo by Evan Hopkins           

Dianne Lawrence, Carolyn Boyd 
and Patricia Metzinger

 Photo by Evan Hopkins           
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Ask a Master Gardener is a volunteer program offered by Texas A&M AgriLife             
Extension Service. Volunteers staff booths and tables to provide free, research-based      
horticulture education to the public throughout Harris County.

Ask a Master Gardener

As a public health precaution to help prevent the spread of COVID-19,             
the Harris County Master Gardener Association is suspending events                 

for the month of April. 

Our top priority is the health and safety of our staff, guests and volunteers.     
We thank you for your understanding.

Ask a Master Gardener is a volunteer program offered by Texas A&M AgriLife             
Extension Service. Volunteers staff booths and tables to provide free, research-based      
horticulture education to the public throughout Harris County.

Look for an Ask a Master Gardener table at the following locations when events resume.

           Urban Harvest - 1st Saturday, 7:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
           3401 Westheimer Rd. (corner of Buffalo Spdwy. & Westheimer), Houston  
           Garden Oaks/Heights - 1st Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. at The Farmstand,  
           938 Wakefield, Houston 
           Tomball - 2nd Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 205 W. Main Street, Tomball 

           Westchase - 3rd Thursday, 3 - 7 p.m. at 10503 Westheimer Rd., Houston

           Memorial Villages - 4th Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 10840 Beinhorn Rd.,
           Houston 
           Towne Lake - 4th Saturday, 2:30 - 7 p.m. at 9955 Barker Cypress Rd., Cypress

Look for an Ask a Master Gardener table at the following locations when events resume.

           Urban Harvest - 1st Saturday, 7:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
           3401 Westheimer Rd. (corner of Buffalo Spdwy. & Westheimer), Houston  
           Garden Oaks/Heights - 1st Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 11 a.m. at The Farmstand,  
           938 Wakefield, Houston 
           Tomball - 2nd Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 205 W. Main Street, Tomball 

           Westchase - 3rd Thursday, 3 - 7 p.m. at 10503 Westheimer Rd., Houston

           Memorial Villages - 4th Saturday, 8:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 10840 Beinhorn Rd.,
           Houston 
           Towne Lake - 4th Saturday, 2:30 - 7 p.m. at 9955 Barker Cypress Rd., Cypress



U R B A N  D I R T   •  A P R I L  2 0 2 0

11

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension
in partnership with 

Hermann Park Conservancy 
are pleased to present

Master Gardeners in the City
at McGovern Centennial Gardens

These educational programs are FREE and OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability or national origin. 

The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas cooperating.

McGovern Centennial Gardens at Hermann Park
1500 Hermann Drive

Houston, Texas 77004

Free tours and children’s activity. Adult workshop at 10:30 a.m.
No registration required.

Visit the Harris County Master Gardeners 
Facebook page for event details!

www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners

As a public health precaution to help prevent the spread of COVID-19,             
the Harris County Master Gardener Association is suspending events                 

for the month of April. 

Our top priority is the health and safety of our staff, guests and volunteers.     
We thank you for your understanding.
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Growing with Plants & Nature 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Harris County Master Gardeners

 invite you to join us one day each month, January through November, 10:00 –11:15 a.m. 
Free for children ages three to twelve. REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. To register or 

for more information: ogd.harrishort@gmail.com

For information about upcoming topics, dates and registration, please email us at 
ogd.harrishort@gmail.com. Registration is required before each program.

Children and their parents looking for hands-on ways to learn, create, and have fun inspire 
our Growing with Plants & Nature volunteers to offer programs that do just that.

This FREE monthly children's event includes a variety of activities:
• Planting seeds, veggies or ornamentals into pots so children can continue to grow       

them at home.
• Creating a "nature theme" craft project with materials that are provided.         
• 30-40 minute hands-on lesson that focuses on a single topic each month.

Previous lessons have included making a worm farm, putting together a compost bin,         
learning about the importance of butterflies, and making a feeder to attract pollinators.

Recycled soda bottle

Past projects

Fantasy GardenSeed Pod mobile

(The Open Garden Day children's activities program name has changed to be more reflective of its mission.)

As a public health precaution to help prevent the spread of COVID-19,             
the Harris County Master Gardener Association is suspending events                 

for the month of April. 

Our top priority is the health and safety of our staff, guests and volunteers.     
We thank you for your understanding.
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Hope Springs Eternal
by Becky Lowicki, Master Gardener

In these uncertain times, it’s helpful to search for what’s 
grounding, in other words, things that are ever-present and con-
tinuous, no matter the situation.  

Nowhere is there a truer example that “hope springs eternal” 
than in the garden. Green therapy is all around us—if only we 
stop to be still, to look and to listen. 

The rites of spring and the hope and promise of the seasons 
are evergreen (no pun intended) and something all of us
can individually take hold of as we continue 
through the coming days — the promise of 

From Angels Trumpet and Spirea to Duranta and Powder Puff plant-- the renewal of spring provides hope and promise for the future.

spring as new growth endures, buds progress to blossom, the 
sounds of birds each morning and the pollinators who continue 
their work and lead us to a place of restorative respite and peace 
by their example.

Green gardening therapy endures all. Take a walk in your 
own garden oasis, backyard, patio or porch and see what 
miracles of nature abound and await you!
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Green Q: Can you ID what’s growing?
by Becky Lowicki, Master Gardener

Think you know what this is? Here’s a hint: think Italian  seasoning 
and the aroma of any good spaghetti sauce. If you guessed garlic, you’d 
be right! 

Grown right in the knothole of a pruned limb, this miracle herb 
proves you can grow just about anything anywhere. 

Garlic cloves have long been shown to be not only medicinal in    
nature, but also an excellent mosquito repellent and natural way to 
ward off noxious insect larvae in the garden. 

Here’s simple tips to follow: 
1. Separate garlic into cloves (grocery-story variety 
    works fine!)
2. Peel skin off each clove.
3. Place clove in knothole.
4. Organic matter in knothole helps to stimulate growth. 
5. Watch garlic grow!

Green gardening thanks for the good dirt and the “how to” credit to 
my mom, Carol Lowicki, a life-long gardener and the inspirational 
“seed” for this story, who took a chance and put a garlic glove in the 
knothole of a tree to see what green magic would happen!

Garlic green growth springs up literally overnight in mulch around 
Cherry Laurel tree.

On left, garlic sprigs provide an insect repellent among Peggy Martin (Katrina) 
rose climber.
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Open Garden Days at Genoa Friendship Gardens 

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and Harris County Master Gardeners
 invite you to join us for

The Genoa Friendship Gardens
is located at

1202 Genoa Red Bluff Road
Houston, Texas 77034

To schedule a special event for your garden club, school or professional organization 
please email brandi.keller@ag.tamu.edu to make your arrangements.

• Tour the variety of exhibits to inspire you with vegetable, perennial, rose, tropical        
and native gardens.

• Meet and talk with a Master Gardener about planting citrus, fruit or berries for          
your home orchard.          

• Contemplate the joy in the Serenity Garden and catch a view of the Water Garden.
• Don't leave the GFG until you have shopped the Greenhouse where seasonal herbs, 

vegetables and perennials are available for sale until September. 

2020 Monthly Open Garden Days & Special Events

As a public health precaution to help prevent the spread of COVID-19,             
the Harris County Master Gardener Association is suspending events                 

for the month of April. 

Our top priority is the health and safety of our staff, guests and volunteers.     
We thank you for your understanding.

     

The Perennial Trial Garden The Water Garden The Greenhouse

on the 3rd Monday of the month, March through October, 8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Admission to the Exhibit Gardens is free. Register at the Welcome Table

 to receive additional monthly notices for children and family events.

Open Garden Days
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Hurricane Harvey hit near Rockport, Texas on August 25, 
2017 and it made three landfalls by August 30th. By August 27th, 
Houston had received a year’s worth of rain in under a week. 
In the Houston area, 30,000 people were in temporary shelters. 
Estimates of the damage caused by the hurricane reached $125 
billion. The area impacted by Hurricane Harvey was much larger 
than that affected by Hurricane Katrina in 2005. 

Flooding from Harvey was catastrophic. Texas received 27 
trillion gallons of rain and some areas in Houston received 50 
inches of rain. Since a third of Houston was underwater, the city 
sank nearly an inch. In several areas, Houston is still recovering.

Recently, Randy Lemmon’s GardenLine referenced a link to 
an excellent blog by Plants for All Seasons Nursery. The blog 
discusses helping your yard recuperate from Harvey even though 
it’s been two and a half years. How many of us are still seeing 
weeds/plants in our yards that were not there before Harvey? I 
know I am. The article mentions some items I had tried to ad-
dress but there are some that I had not considered. One thing I 
was concerned about was contamination from my neighbor’s 
yards. I live in a semi-rural area. We have water wells and septic 
tanks. While I try to garden organically, I am surrounded by 
neighbors who use pesticides. We are next to a rice canal and be-
tween the livestock and the nearby water source there are snakes 
out here. Many people throw moth balls under their houses to 
control snakes. I was not foolish enough to believe that other 
peoples’ poisons did not float over into my yard. I replaced the 
soil in my plants (which were floating around in the yard). Luck-
ily, the bulk of my plants were in pots but many of the plants 
had to be replaced. I was stuck at my job since I had “hurricane 
duty”, but my good neighbor Jeanette kept tabs on my place for 
me. I know I had between 15”-20” inches of rain here. While 
damage to the house was minimal, what about my soil?

If you have not already done so, soil remediation is neces-
sary for your yard. Every bit of nutrients was washed out and the 
minerals and microbes need to be replaced. Your soil is severely 
anemic. One thing the article mentions that I did not consider 
is soil compaction. Loosen that soil using a tiller, a claw or 

Tending Your Garden Post Hurricane Harvey 
by Terri Simon, Master Gardener                                                  

whatever works best 
for you. I use a claw 
with a long handle for 
the two small beds I 
have but for my potted 
plants a hand held 
cultivator works best. 
You can also pour liq-
uid humate on top of 
your soil and water it 
in. Either method will 
help oxygenate your 
soil. I mixed in some 
azomite to replaced lost 
minerals while using the claw. Always follow the directions on 
the package when performing soil remediation.

Don’t forget to top dress your lawn, your beds and your pot-
ted plants with compost or other organic material. Many of us 
have our favorites that we use and some gardeners will have their 
own homemade compost to add. 

After you have weeded, aerated and amended your soil, don’t 
forget to add a layer of mulch. NEVER use rubber based or dyed 

mulch. There are sev-
eral types of natural 
mulches available that 
are reliable. 

To prevent the 
growth of weeds on 
your lawn, many gar-
deners will finish up 
with a pre-emergent 
herbicide. Usually the 
above recommenda-

tions will help your garden and lawn recuperate from the flood-
ing damage caused by Harvey and enable your plants to thrive. 

Loosen soil with a claw or tiller.                                                                                                                                     
Photo courtesy weasel.com          

Mulch                                                                                                                                      
Photo courtesy parkerbark.com
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Gardening Tools
This chart is a handy guide for knowing the best times to plant in Harris County.

Download the 
Vegetable Garden                        

Planting Guide here!

http://counties.agrilife.org/harris/files/2018/08/Vegetable-Planting-Chart-Sept2018.jpg
http://counties.agrilife.org/harris/files/2018/08/Vegetable-Planting-Chart-Sept2018.jpg
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Texas a&M agriLife 
exTension service 
HousTon, Tx  
713-274-0950
harris.agrilife.org/program-areas/hort/

hcmga.tamu.edu 
 
 

Would you like to contribute to the Urban Dirt?
Send all questions and/or submissions to: UrbanDirt.harrishort@gmail.com
Would you like to contribute to the Urban Dirt?
Send all questions and/or submissions to: UrbanDirt.harrishort@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners
www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyHorticulture

https://twitter.com/pharrishort

https://www.instagram.com/harriscountymastergardeners

Follow Us On Facebook, Twitter & Instagram
The Harris County Master Gardeners as well as Texas A&M AgriLife Extension - Harris 
County Horticulture are actively participating on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram offering 
tips, lists, news and plant advice almost daily. The best part, instead of locating planting 
guides or insect documents, and sale dates for individuals, you can add the HCMG site to 
your account and easily share information with others. This is a definitely a timesaver for 
these busy garden days and helps promote our organization.

Green Thumb Gardening Series

As a public health precaution to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19, the Harris County Master Gardener Association 

is suspending events for the month of April. 

Our top priority is the health and safety of our staff, guests 
and volunteers. We thank you for your understanding.

http://harris.agrilife.org/program-areas/hort/
https://hcmga.tamu.edu/Public/
mailto:UrbanDirt.harrishort@gmail.com
mailto:UrbanDirt.harrishort@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyMasterGardeners
http://www.facebook.com/HarrisCountyHorticulture 

